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Cynthia Ann Parker, first published in 1959, is a fascinating account of the life of a girl of European

descent, who at the age of about ten, was captured (along with her brother) in Texas by raiding

Comanche. Cynthia would then grow up with her captors and live among the Comanche for the next

24 years. Parker was recaptured during the Battle of Pease River in 1860 and would spend the

remaining 11 years with various members of her birth family. During her time with the Comanche,

she married Peta Nocona, a chieftain, and had three children with him, including Quanah Parker,

the last free Comanche chief. Cynthia Ann Parker never adjusted to the ways of the white man, and

made at least one attempt to escape and return to her tribe. Included are 13 pages of photographs

and a number of pen and ink drawings.
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This book was a struggle to read. There are a lot of great facts but the author obviously has some

animosity against Native Americans. There is very little good to say about them in this book. I know

the subject matter is supposed to be about the kid napping of Cynthia Ann so you could paint the



natives as the bad guys, but the author seems to forget that the pioneers were encroaching on their

lands in the first place. Also, there is very little about Cynthia Ann in this book overall. She's more of

a chapter or two instead of the reason for the book. I know the facts are sketchy but this book just

wasn't pleasant to read.
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